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Tamil grammar, Tholkappiam* described words that had come into
Tamil from languages other than Sanskrit as alien words emanating
from elsewhere. Sanskrit words alone were credited as vada sol
[northern usage]. It signified that while Sanskrit was a different
language, it was not a foreign language.
When one reads old Tamil literary classics one can see that our
writers and poets and our Kavi Chakravarthi Kamban4 were as
learned in Sanskrit as they were in Tamil. Had there been antagonism
between Tamil and Sanskrit, our society of those days would not have
permitted the existence of such a state of affairs. Sanskrit, to which
no nationality of India can lay exclusive claim, flourished as India's
common language of culture. In modern India and in free India,
English serves as the common language, that is, the link language
of administration and commerce.
Why then is there still a controversy? The reason is that though
India has attained independence, it is not yet emancipated from
exploitation. The exploitative society creates bogus "struggles"
[to keep the people divided]. The people must be saved from these
"struggles," from fear, and from mutual hatred. But there is none
here to take up this task.
Mahatma Gandhi had as his noble objectives the economic
regeneration of our villages on the basis of the ancient Hindu concept
of Ramarajya. Towards that end he rejected machines as the means
and. accepted cottage handicrafts. In the same fashion, and as but
one of the tasks to be undertaken on the road towards the goal,
he taught that Hindi was the common language of India. How is it
practicable for the Congress Party to say that it is desirous of giving
effect to the Gandhian objective only in respect of language? When
such an effort is made, how can Congressmen avert the fear among
those whose language is not Hindi concerning "Hindi imperialism?"
How can they prevent them from spreading their fear among the
people?
The DMK men who opposed "Hindi domination," also hated
Sanskrit fanatically. Since the advent of British rule a number of
stupid "scholars," displaying the mentality of slaves, sought to spread
the view that hatred of Sanskrit alone was proof of one's love of
Tamil. Many still cling to the primitive notion that Sanskrit is a
language for the Brahmins. A language common to all of Bharat
was depicted as the language of a small minority. This was due to
the slavishness that prevailed in Tamil Nadu and the idiotic hostility